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 The United Nations Human Rights Council is scheduled to review Democratic People's Republic of Korea (DPRK)'s Universal Periodic Review (UPR) in its sixth session on December 7th, 2009. Relating to this, the Sarangbang Group for Human Rights, Catholic Human Rights Committee, and Peace Network had submitted a NGO Report on the human rights situation in DPRK on 4th of April 2009. DPRK submitted its National Report on August 27th. The Sarangbang Group for Human Rights and the Catholic Human Rights Committee looks forward to reviewing the following contents together and hereby submits a Position Paper on DPRK's National Report.

1. Positive Aspects

 1) Basic viewpoint and position of the government towards human rights

    The Report explained that "The Government considers that human rights are the rights that all human beings are equally entitled to and the rights that enable them to live as human beings with their dignity fully respected…… they are the rights universal to all human beings that are recognized and guaranteed by the State." This was followed by four unique characteristics of human rights, (a) universality and equality, (b) individuality, (c) dignity and (d) indivisibility. It can be thought positively that the value of human rights is not denied and considered importantly on a national level. Moreover, by stating that "The Government, regarding it as the supreme principle of its activities to ensure the protection and promotion of human rights and well-being of people," the paper seems that it has tried to show that it prioritizes the responsibility of the state to 'ensure and promote human rights.'

 2) Respect for the International Human Rights System

    DPRK has ratified major human rights conventions such as the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, Convention on the Rights of the Child and Convention on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women, and is also a part of this Universal Periodic Review session. Although currently the DPRK government's submission time for each convention's periodic reports have passed, this Report has stated that "The DPRK has taken into serious consideration the observations and recommendations made by the treaty bodies, and accepted and implemented them in the lights of its reality," and has claimed that it is putting in its efforts to ensure the rights that international human rights conventions present. It is good to see DPRK’s respect and effort to carry out the International Human Rights System, such as submitting the National Paper in compliance with the UN UPR first review. The key to what would come next would be DPRK's will. Also, submitting the periodic reviews that have not been submitted yet after referencing the comments given in this UPR, may be a good start. 

 3) Commitment to international cooperation in the field of human rights

    The paper states that "The DPRK pays due regard to the international cooperation in the field of human rights and attaches importance to genuinely constructive dialogues and cooperation with international human rights bodies." Cooperation and humanitarian talks with the Delegation of the Committee on the Rights of the Child, Amnesty International, and the European Union are taken as examples. It seems that this has shown how DPRK still has its will to cooperate and discuss about human rights with the United Nations Human Rights System, human rights NGOs, and countries of mutual trust. Confirming such will is of utmost importance and could be the first step to an international cooperation in order to improve the human rights situation. However, the paper argues that the conflicts between DPRK and USA, caused by hostile policies of the USA against DPRK which are represented by the North Korea Human Rights Act and the economic sanctions, and adoption of the United Nations' 'DPRK Human Rights Resolution' which caused controversies due to its political biases are hindering international collaboration on human rights. Trust and cooperation being damaged by taking measures that the other side may oppose is a probable situation. Trust is the most important factor in talks and cooperations. It takes not only DPRK's will and efforts but also a common will and effort of the international community to promote the human rights situation in DPRK. The international community should focus on how the paper mentions in detail on parts that DPRK had recently collaborated with the international community, such as education or children. 

2. Points that cause worries, and expectations for improvements

 1) The value of human rights that might get annexed to the nation

    The paper claims that human rights are “the rights universal to all human beings that are recognized and guaranteed by the State" and are “realized only under the guarantee of the State, although they are the inalienable and inviolable birthrights of a human being." However, the subject of the realization of human rights is not restricted to a nation, and there exist various human rights protection systems. In many cases, it may even be said that a nation restricting and infringing upon human rights is rather universal. The rights of an individual or a collective subject, so called human rights come before a nation as a system or an installation. A nation can retain its validity solely by the protection and enhancement it gives to human rights. DPRK should adopt various and abundant contents of human rights, rather than explain it after converting it into a nation's sovereignty and people's autonomy.

 2) Under the United Nations Human Rights System, nations lie; and so does DPRK

    The United Nations Human Rights System expects all member states of the UN to enhance human rights by inspecting and introspecting themselves, yet most countries prefer to praise or make excuses for themselves. Some representative countries’ lies are "we greatly ensure citizens' rights," or "we do not have any infringements on human rights." This paper has similar lines to quote from. It claims, "In the DPRK, equality is fully ensured based on unity and cooperation between persons. No citizen is discriminated on the basis of his/her race, sex, language, religion, education, occupation and position and property, and all citizens exercise equal rights in all fields of the State and public activities." Claims such as "there are no unemployed people in the DPRK," "no one is left homeless," "the persons with disabilities receive full protection of their rights," are made. However, as “there is no such state that goes without human rights infringements,” human rights being fully ensured are rather fictional. Having a goal to fully ensure human rights, and perceiving reality to be fully ensuring it are two very different things. Under the conception that “human rights are under full protection,” no more efforts to ensure it can be taken. DPRK should carefully watch out if there are any cases of being alienated from government polices, and thereby being infringed upon one's rights. 

 3) Look into the internal obstacles that obstruct the protection and promotion of human rights

    The paper picks "V. Obstacles and challenges to the protection and promotion of human rights" as following: 1. Hostile policy of the United States towards the DPRK, 2. Anti-DPRK campaigns including adoption of "human rights resolutions" at the United Nations, 3. Dissolution of the socialist market, successive natural disasters and their consequences. It can be rather easy to find the obstacles and challenges to protecting and promoting human rights on the outside. Although the outside factors may be very important, the obstacles and challenges from the inside must exist. In order to improve human rights, efforts to change the external conditions and to remove the internal obstacles are both needed. An independent national human rights organization may serve as a basis for internal introspection.

 4) Focus on the social minorities' human rights that go without institutional protection

    The paper explains DPRK's status quo on the media and press by stating "all citizens have freedom of opinion and expression." While it also claims that "citizens have freedoms of assembly and demonstration under the Constitution," "citizens have freedom of association by virtue of the Constitution," and explains the policies for them, it is impossible to reveal all human rights situation by introducing policies. Especially in the field of human rights, there needs to be specific information that policies are carried out in a humanitarian way for real. Furthermore, a look into why there are social minorities even though there are well maintained institutions is needed. Being socially excluded from power or being a subject under oppression makes it more likely for one to be alienated from institutional protection. That is why we need a careful inspection and introspection on social minorities such as women, the handicapped, children and sexual minorities not only by law, institutions or statistics but for real. Social minorities are created through various social contexts and causes, and get into difficulty fast and heavily in times of social downturns. In order to realize universal human rights, a prior self-examination into a social structure that generates social minorities is needed more than anything else, along with reformation policies.
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